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1. Caste Discrimination in Indian Prison

GS 2 (Social Issues)

e  Why in News: The Supreme Court of India recently ruled against caste-based discrimination in prisons, declaring
several provisions in jail manuals unconstitutional. This landmark decision is aimed at addressing the long-
standing practices that marginalize certain communities, particularly Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes

(ST), and Denotified Tribes (DNT).
e Key Points Made by the Supreme Court
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Critique of Caste-Based Labor Assignments: The Court condemned the practice of assigning menial tasks
to marginalized communities, arguing that it perpetuates caste hierarchies and fails to aid in the
reformation and rehabilitation of prisoners.

Caste as a Basis for Discrimination: The judgment criticized the notion of categorizing inmates based on
caste, asserting that this practice is an outdated remnant of colonial and pre-colonial systems designed to
dehumanize individuals

Forced Labor and Human Dignity: The Court ruled that the selective assignment of menial jobs amounts
to forced labor, violating the constitutional rights of marginalized communities

Specific Recommendations: The Court ordered the removal of caste-related references in prison records
and manuals, emphasizing the need to provide an environment that respects equality and dignity for all
inmates.

Condemnation of Practices Against DNTs: The Court particularly targeted the systemic discrimination
against Denotified Tribes, urging states to review classifications that treat them as habitual criminals.

e Prevalence of Casteism in Jail
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Historical Context: Casteism in prisons has roots in colonial-era practices, where the British utilized caste
divisions as a means of control. The persistence of these discriminatory practices reflects deep-seated
societal biases.

Discriminatory Labor Assignments: In many prisons, inmates from marginalized communities are
assigned menial tasks, such as cleaning and maintenance, while higher caste inmates are given roles
perceived as more respectable, such as cooking.

Segregation and Isolation: Inmates from certain castes may face segregation within the prison system,
exacerbating social hierarchies and reinforcing stigma even in confinement.

Forced Labor Practices: Reports have documented instances where marginalized inmates are compelled
to perform hazardous jobs, such as cleaning sewers, often under unsafe and degrading conditions.
Stereotyping and Stigmatization: The classification of certain groups, particularly DNTs, as habitual
criminals perpetuates negative stereotypes and social stigma, affecting their treatment both inside and
outside the prison system.
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e Reasons Behind Caste-Based Discrimination in Prisons

o

Colonial Legacy: The structure of Indian prisons is influenced by colonial practices that used caste as a
means of control and subjugation, leading to entrenched biases that persist today.

Societal Norms: The broader societal acceptance of caste hierarchies contributes to discriminatory
practices within prisons, reflecting the stigmatization of certain communities.

Lack of Oversight and Accountability: Inadequate monitoring and oversight of prison regulations allow
for the continuation of discriminatory practices without accountability, often embedded in outdated legal
frameworks.

Insufficient Legal Protections: While there are laws prohibiting caste-based discrimination, enforcement
is often weak, and many provisions are outdated or not aligned with contemporary human rights
standards.

Cultural Attitudes: Deep-rooted cultural attitudes regarding caste and social hierarchy contribute to the
persistence of discrimination, affecting both prison staff and inmate interactions.

2. Criminalising Marital Rape in India

GS 2 (Social issues)

e Why in News: The central government has opposed the criminalisation of marital rape in the Supreme Court,
stating that matter relating to marital rape needs a "comprehensive approach" rather than a "strict legal
approach".

e Evolution of Section 375 of the IPC:

o

o

Marital relations must be exempt from
rape provisions, Centre tells apex court
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Section 375 of the IPC defines the acts that constitute
rape by a man.
The provision, however, lays down two exceptions as
well:

= |t decriminalises marital rape,

= |t mentions that medical procedures or

interventions shall not constitute rape.

The IPC was implemented in India during British colonial
rule in 1860.
Under the first version of the rules, the marital rape
exception was applicable to women over ten years of
age. In 1940, this age was raised to 15.
However, in October 2017, the Supreme Court ruled that sexual intercourse by a man with his wife, if
the wife is under eighteen years of age, shall be considered as rape.
The court ruled that the age of consent should be 18, not 15.
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e History of Martial Rape Law in India:
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The Domestic Violence Act, 2005 hints at marital rape by any form of sexual abuse in a live-in or marriage
relationship.

However, it only provides for civil remedies. There is no way for marital rape victims in India to initiate
criminal proceedings against their perpetrator.

The need to remove this marital rape exception was rejected by the Law Commission of India’s
172" report in 2000, while considering several proposals to reform India's laws on sexual violence.

e Issues with Exception to Marital Rape:

o

The marital rape exception, thus, creates a legal fiction where, even if all the requirements for rape are
otherwise fulfilled, the law deems not to be rape if the parties are married.

Apart from being harmful and discriminatory towards women, the marital rape exception is also
entirely arbitrary.

If sexual assault takes place five minutes before a marriage is formalised, it is rape; but five minutes after,
it is not.

Sexual assault will be rape if it is committed within the context of a live-in relationship — or any other
intimate relationship — and yet, this legal immunity under Section 375 of the IPC kicks in where that
relationship has been formalised.
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o The marital rape exception thus denies to one class of women — married women — the guarantees that
law offers to all others.
e Arguments against Criminalising Marital Rape:
o Misuse of law:
=  Misuse of the law is a big reason why several individuals, jurists and even men’s rights activists
have raised alarm over the criminalisation of marital rape.
= The statistics cited to argue against the criminalisation of marital rape are those of the misuse
of 498A, the law that relates to dowry cases.

e A total of 1,11,549 cases were registered under 498A in 2020. Of these, 5,520 were
closed by Police citing as false and overall, 16,151 cases were closed by police either
because they were false or there was a mistake of fact or law or it was a civil dispute etc.

e 18,967 cases were tried in courts of which 14,340 led to acquittal and 3,425 led to a
conviction.

e 498A cases pending trial at the end of 2020 are 651,404 with a pendency percentage of
96.2%.
o Burden of proof:
=  The burden of proof is a hugely complex issue that has prevented marital rape to be criminalised.
= |n the case of marital rape, one has to consider that intercourse is a part of any marriage.
= Now, if marital rape itself is criminalised, the question remains who would the burden of proof
be on and what would that burden be.
o Gender neutrality:
= Arguments to make the definition of ‘rape’ gender-neutral has been put forward on many
occasions, and the same argument is put forward in the case of marital rapes too.
= Even if the exception of IPC section 375 is removed or criminal provisions are added to the
Domestic Violence act, husbands will not be able to use those
e How is Marital Rape Treated Around the World?
o According to Amnesty International data, 77 out of 185 (42%) countries criminalise marital rape through
legislation.
o Australia (1981), Canada (1983), South Africa (1993), the USA (1993) have enacted laws that criminalise
marital rape.
In many countries, it is either not mentioned or is explicitly excluded from rape laws.
o The United Nations has urged countries to end marital rape by closing legal loopholes, saying that “the
home is one of the most dangerous places for women”.
e News Summary:
o The Central Government has opposed the criminalisation of marital rape in the Supreme Court, arguing
that the issue requires a comprehensive socio-legal approach rather than a strict legal one.
o The government expressed concerns that criminalising marital rape could have significant consequences
for the institution of marriage and lead to serious disruptions in marital relationships.
o Key Points from the Government’s Arguments:
=  Far-Reaching Implications:

e The government stated that making sexual acts between a husband and wife punishable
as "rape" could severely impact conjugal relationships and disrupt the institution of
marriage.

= Parliamentary Decision:

e The Centre informed the court that Parliament, after thorough deliberation, had
retained Exception 2 to Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which exempts
marital rape from being classified as a criminal offense.

e This decision was made during amendments to Section 375 in 2013.

= Separate Legal Provisions for Consent within Marriage:

o  While the government acknowledged that a husband's violation of his wife's consent is
unacceptable, it argued that the consequences within marriage should differ from those
outside of it.
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e The affidavit mentioned that criminal law provisions are already in place to address
violations of consent within marriage.

=  Concerns over Judicial Interference:

e The Centre urged the Supreme Court not to interfere with Parliament's decision to
retain the marital rape exception.

e |t argued that such interference would be inappropriate, given the socio-legal context of
marriage in India.

= Disproportionate Punishment:

o The affidavit suggested that labelling marital sexual acts as "rape" could be considered
excessively harsh and disproportionate in the context of marriage.

e The government emphasized the importance of preserving the institution of marriage
while also protecting the rights of women.

= Supreme Court's Previous Ruling:

e In 2022, the Supreme Court had recognized marital rape for the purposes of the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, which allowed women to seek abortions for
pregnancies resulting from marital rape.

e However, the Centre's current stance highlights a distinction between this ruling and the
broader criminalisation of marital rape.

3. An obsession with ranking is harming India’s universities
GS 2 (Education)

e Why in News: The increasing emphasis on global university rankings has significantly shaped the educational
landscape in India, impacting teaching, research, and the overall mission of universities.
o The Flaws of Ranking Systems
o One-Dimensional Focus: Global rankings prioritize
research output over teaching quality, quantifying
universities based on metrics like publication counts and
funding rather than holistic educational impact.
o Impact on Visibility: Indian universities engage in the
ranking race to enhance their visibility and attract

An obsession with ranking is harming India’s universities

international talent, often leading to policy adjustments
aimed solely at improving ranks.

o Neglect of Essential Functions: The obsession with
rankings undermines universities’ primary purpose of
educating students, sidelining teaching and mentoring,

especially for economically weaker sections.
e Consequences for Faculty
o Research Over Teaching: The academic culture favors research accomplishments over teaching
effectiveness, leading to hiring practices that prioritize publication metrics over pedagogical skills.
o Career Advancement Issues: Faculty promotions hinge on research outputs, neglecting teaching
performance, which is difficult to quantify but crucial for student success.
o Publish or Perish Culture: This relentless pursuit of research metrics fosters misconduct and a decline in
teaching quality, compromising the integrity of higher education.
e Acall for Change
o Dual Tracks for Faculty: Universities should establish distinct tracks for research-focused and teaching-
focused faculty to ensure that both roles are valued and not conflated.
o Societal Impact Over Metrics: Academic contributions should be evaluated based on societal relevance
rather than mere journal impact factors, emphasizing the real-world implications of research.
o Paradigm Shift Needed: A cultural shift is required to recognize and reward both research and teaching
efforts, ensuring that universities fulfill their mission as centers of higher learning.
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4. Why ltaly matters to India
GS 2 (International Relations)

e Why in News: Italy and India are enhancing their collaboration in the Indo-Mediterranean Sea, focusing on
mutual interests in trade, security, and cultural exchange amid global challenges.
e Strategic Importance of the Indo-Mediterranean Why Italy matters to India
o Vital Trade Route: The Indo-Mediterranean region is e
crucial for global trade, particularly for Italy, which
ranks as the sixth-largest exporter globally.
o Digital Connectivity Initiatives: The upcoming Blue-
Raman submarine data cables will connect Genoa with
Mumbai, enhancing digital infrastructure between the
two nations.

o Security Challenges: Joint efforts are essential to
address piracy in the Red Sea, regional conflicts, and
the impacts of Russia’s actions in Ukraine on
agricultural and oil trade.

e Enhanced Naval Cooperation

o Increased Naval Presence: Italy has boosted its naval engagement in India, participating in initiatives like
the Information Fusion Centre of the Indian Ocean Region and deploying the patrol ship ITS Francesco
Morosini.

o Training and Humanitarian Missions: The Italian Carrier Strike Group, including the aircraft carrier ITS
Cavour, is conducting joint exercises and hosting humanitarian initiatives such as 'Operation Smile' for
facial surgeries.

o Cultural Exchange Plans: Plans are underway to establish an ‘Italy village’ in India to promote cultural,
fashion, and culinary events, strengthening people-to-people ties.

o Defence and Development Collaboration

o Strengthening Defence Ties: A recent defence agreement signed in October 2023 lays the foundation for
expanded cooperation in research, maritime awareness, and military education.

o Joint Ventures in Defence Production: Italian firms like Leonardo and Fincantieri are engaging in co-
production and joint development initiatives aligned with India’s 'Make in India' strategy.

o Support for African Development: Italy and India are collaborating on the Mattei Plan to invest €5.5

billion in sustainable projects in Africa, reflecting their commitment to development in the Indo-
Mediterranean region.

5. Centre approves 5 new classical languages
GS 1 (Art and Culture)

e Why in News: The Union Cabinet approved the status of ‘classical language' for five additional
languages: Marathi, Bengali, Pali, Prakrit, and Assamese.
e About Classical Language
o The term "Indian classical languages" refers to a group of languages that have a long history and a rich,
unique, and distinctive literary legacy
o The Indian government announced in 2004 that languages might hold the title of "Classical Language" of
India if they fulfilled a number of certain requirements.
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o It was established by the Linguistic Experts' Committee and the
Ministry of Culture.

o To be designated as a classical language in India, a language must
meet specific criteria:

= High Antiquity: The language should have an ancient |t Tl oow Indla ke 6. J0050 e
recorded history of 1,500 to 2,000 years. -f'“, :"“L'm,‘“'iﬂi'm”.“ Mabuyalan Ka
= Heritage Literature: There must be a significant body of
ancient literature that is cherished by generations of
speakers.
= Diverse Textual Evidence: Knowledge texts, including
prose and poetry, along with epigraphical and
inscriptional records, should exist. 27‘\1;.:;:‘:.')‘4::*'.‘\:.&;. e Lo
= Distinct Historical Form: The classical form of the |iwimsminmos i
language may differ significantly from its contemporary
iterations.

o The languages now recognized include widely spoken languages
like Marathi, Bengali, and Assamese, alongside Pali, which
significant in Buddhist tradition and taught in universities.

o This decision increases the total number of recognized classical
languages in India from six to eleven.

= The currently recognised classical languages include Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, and Odia.
= The new additions include Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, Assamese, and Bengali.
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6. Union Cabinet Approves Major Agricultural and Employee Incentive Initiatives
GS 2 (Governance)

e Why in News: The Union Cabinet has merged all centrally sponsored schemes for the agriculture sector into two
umbrella schemes — the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (PM-RKVY) and the Krishonnati Yojana
(KY). The aim is to avoid duplication and ensure convergence.

o Merger of Agricultural Schemes

o The Cabinet decided to consolidate various Central
schemes in agriculture into two new programs:
= Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
(PM-RKVY):
e Allocation: Rs 57,074.72 crore L:.:;g:’:::'::':rart:z;
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schemes:

o Soil Health Management

Rainfed Area Development

Agro Forestry

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana
Agricultural Mechanization including Crop Residue Management

Pa-
State governments. ramparagat Krishi Vikas

Per Drop More Crop
Crop Diversification Programme
RKVY DPR component
o Accelerator Fund for Agri Startups
= Krishonnati Yojana (KY):
e Allocation: Rs 44,246.89 crore.
o It will address food security and agricultural self-sufficiency.
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= The rationalisation of various schemes has been undertaken to avoid duplication, ensure
convergence, and provide flexibility to states, and state governments will also be able to draw a
comprehensive strategic plan suiting their requirements for the agriculture sector.

India’s fight against AIDS

GS 2 (Health)

Why in News: India plays a crucial role in the global fight against HIV/AIDS, and its efforts are vital for achieving
the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) of ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030.

Key Insights

@)

What is
O

Indian push needed to end AIDS as a
global health threat by 2030: UNAIDS

last year, there were
) e in

World leaders pledged to end the AIDS pandemic as a
public health threat by 2030. India is also committed
to achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable &
Development Goal (SDG) of ending HIV/AIDS as a
public health threat by 2030.
Progress in India: India has shown significant
commitment and results in combating HIV, with
annual new infections falling by 44% between 2010
and 2023 —outpacing the global average.
New Infections: In 2023, |India recorded :
approximately 68,000 new HIV infections, averaging
about 185 daily.
Global Context: As of 2023, nearly 40 million people
worldwide were living with HIV, with a person dying every minute due to lack of treatment.
HIV (human immunodeficiency virus)?
HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) is a virus that attacks cells that help the body fight infection, making
a person more vulnerable to other infections and diseases.
It is spread by contact with certain bodily fluids of a person with HIV, most commonly during unprotected
sex (sex without a condom or HIV medicine to prevent or treat HIV), or through sharing injection drug
equipment.
If left untreated, HIV can lead to the disease AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syndrome).
AIDS is the late stage of HIV infection that occurs when the body’s immune system is badly damaged
because of the virus.
Treatment: The human body can’t get rid of HIV and no effective HIV cure exists. However, effective
treatments are available that enable individuals to manage the virus and lead healthy lives.
Antiretroviral Therapy (ART): ART consists of medications specifically designed to treat HIV. When taken
consistently as prescribed, ART can significantly reduce the amount of HIV in the bloodstream, a process
known as viral suppression.
= Viral Load: The term "viral load" refers to the amount of HIV present in the blood. ART can lower
this to very low levels, and if the viral load becomes so low that it is undetectable by standard
laboratory tests, this is referred to as having an undetectable viral load.
= Living with HIV: Individuals with HIV who maintain an undetectable viral load through consistent
ART can live long, healthy lives. Importantly, they will not transmit the virus to HIV-negative
partners through sexual contact.
Prevention Methods: In addition to treatment, there are effective strategies to prevent HIV transmission:
=  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP): PrEP is a medication taken by individuals at high risk of
contracting HIV to help prevent infection from sexual activity or injection drug use.
=  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP): PEP involves taking HIV medications within 72 hours after a
potential exposure to the virus, reducing the likelihood of HIV establishing an infection.
India’s Measures:
= National AIDS and STD Control Programme (2021-2026)
= HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act 2017.
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Input Tax Credit (ITC)
GS 3 (Economy)

Page no.8

Why in News: In a significant development for the commercial real estate sector, the Supreme Court of India has
permitted the Input Tax Credit (ITC) on construction expenses for buildings intended for lease. This ruling is
expected to boost investments in commercial real estate and alleviate financial pressures for tenants.

What is Input Tax Credit (ITC)?

o Input Tax Credit (ITC) is a provision under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) system that allows businesses to
claim a credit for the tax paid on inputs (goods or
services) used in the course of their business.

o Essentially, it enables businesses to reduce their overall
tax liability by offsetting the GST they pay on purchases
against the GST they collect on sales.

o Ruling

= The Supreme Court stated that if the
construction of a building is essential for
activities like renting or leasing, the building can
be classified as "plant and machinery."

SC lays down ‘functionality’,
‘essentially’ test to claim ITC

Procurement of gnods or services must be directly essential to business operations, and inputs
must be functionally mtegral to the performance or owtput to qualify for input tax credit, it savs
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= This classification allows businesses to claim ITC on the construction costs associated with such

buildings.

=  The ruling suggests that this ITC will be available retroactively.

= Easing Financial Strain: The ruling is expected to alleviate the financial burden of rent on tenants
occupying commercial spaces, making leasing more affordable.

= Broader Applicability: The decision is not limited to commercial real estate; various industries,

such as hotels, logistics, and infrastructure, will also benefit by claiming ITC on rentals for

commercial properties.

= Future Considerations: Tax experts are pondering whether this ruling will extend to factory
buildings, jetties, storage tanks, and similar structures. There is also speculation about potential
amendments to GST laws to clarify ITC eligibility for real estate players.

UK to Return Chagos Islands to Mauritius

GS 2 (International relations)

Why in News: The United Kingdom recently returned the sovereignty of the Chagos Archipelago to Mauritius.

Key-details of the Agreement

o

This agreement resolves a long-standing dispute that dates
back over 50 vyears, primarily surrounding the forced
removal of the indigenous Chagossian population and the
establishment of a crucial U.S. military base on Diego
Garcia.

The Mauritius to implement
a resettlement program for the Chagossians, supported
financially by the UK.

Operations at the Diego Garcia military base will continue
for at least the next 99 years, with the UK providing annual
payments and financial support to ensure the base's
effective operation.

The U.S. military base on Diego Garcia is crucial for military
operations in Africa, West Asia, and Southeast Asia. It
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serves as a staging ground for naval and air operations, making it a key asset in U.S. military strategy.
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o

The agreement aims to maintain regional security while addressing historical grievances.

About Chagos Archipelago

@)

@)

The Chagos Archipelago is located in the Indian Ocean, about 1,000 miles south of India.
It is an isolated atoll of tiny islands in the middle of the Indian Ocean, between Africa and Western
Australia.
The chain includes the Salomon Islands, Peros Banhos, Nelson's Island, Three Brothers Islands, Eagle
Islands, Danger Island, the Egmont Islands and Diego Garcia, a strategically important US military base.
Diego Garcia is the largest island of the Chagos cluster and is also located on major international trade
routes.
Historical Background:
= The islands were part of Mauritius until the UK separated them in the 1960s during Mauritius’s
path to independence.
=  Prior to their eviction, the Chagossians lived on the islands for generations, relying on fishing and
small-scale agriculture.
Forced Eviction: The UK and U.S. established a military base on Diego Garcia in the 1970s, leading to the
forced removal of over 1,000 Chagossians. The eviction process involved relocation to Mauritius and the
Seychelles.
Legal and Diplomatic Developments:
= ICJ Ruling (2019): The International Court of Justice ruled against the UK’s control over the
islands, stating that the forced evacuation was unlawful. It called for the UK to withdraw its
presence.
= UN Resolution: A UN General Assembly resolution demanding the UK’s withdrawal received
support from 116 countries, indicating broad international condemnation of the UK’s actions.
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