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26th Sept, 2024

1. China’s warning shots with minerals that run the world
GS 2 (International Relations)

 Why in News: China recently announced restrictions on the export of antimony, a critical mineral used in
defence applications, citing national security concerns. This
move is part of a broader strategy, highlighting China's
dominance in the global critical minerals supply chain and
its increasing willingness to leverage these resources for
political and strategic ends.

 Moves and Countermoves
o China's Dominance in Critical Minerals: China

controls approximately 60% of global rare
earth production and 80% of processing
capabilities, giving it a significant influence over the
supply chain. This monopoly status renders
countries like the S., India, and Japan strategically
vulnerable due to their dependence on these minerals for advanced technologies and defense systems.

o Historical Precedents: China's history of using export controls as a political tool became evident during
the 2010 rare earth embargo against Japan, which raised global awareness of dependence on Chinese
resources. The recent antimony restrictions echo this strategy, reinforcing the perception that China is
willing to weaponize its mineral resources against Western nations in response to trade tensions.

o Reciprocal Actions Against the West: In 2023, China reciprocated U.S. export control measures by
imposing restrictions on minerals critical for advanced technologies, such as gallium and germanium.
This shift from intimidation to the weaponization of critical minerals reflects a more aggressive foreign
policy posture, aimed at undermining Western efforts to establish alternative supply chains.

 India’s Vulnerability
o Strategic Dependence on China: India is heavily reliant on imports of critical minerals like lithium, nickel,

and cobalt, resulting in significant import costs. This dependence poses a substantial risk to India's
technological and defense sectors, given the ongoing geopolitical tensions.

o Need for Alternative Supply Chains: India's escalating demand for minerals necessitates urgent measures
to diversify supply sources and establish partnerships with like-minded countries.

o Call for Strategic Realignment: The recent developments in critical mineral exports from China serve as
a wake-up call for Indian policymakers. Emphasizing collaboration with allies and investing in domestic
mineral exploration will be critical for bolstering national security and economic resilience in the face of
external pressures.

2. Taking stock of global nuclear disarmament
GS 2 (Governance)

 Why in News: September 26 marks the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. This
year, the UN General Assembly will discuss the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), a
significant topic amidst global divisions over various conflicts and crises. The discussions are particularly relevant
for countries like India that have opted out of the TPNW, as their responses may influence the future of nuclear
disarmament efforts.

 Understanding the TPNW
o Objectives and Provisions: The TPNW, effective since 2021, prohibits signatories from developing, testing,

or using nuclear weapons, extending beyond the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT). While the NPT focuses on preventing proliferation and promises disarmament, it lacks explicit
prohibitions on the use of nuclear weapons.
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o Origins and Support: The TPNW emerged from a humanitarian initiative highlighting the severe impacts
of nuclear weapons on health and the environment. Although it has gained support from 70 states, its
effectiveness is challenged by the absence of nuclear weapon states and their allies, who remain
“persistent objectors” to the treaty.

o Reactions to Nuclear Threats: Recent global tensions,
including Russia’s nuclear posturing and Iran's
uranium enrichment, have reignited discussions
about nuclear risks. Influential voices from former
NATO leaders are advocating for their countries to
join the TPNW, seeking to establish a legal
framework that treats nuclear weapons similarly to
chemical and biological weapons.

 India’s Position and Implications
o India's Non-Signature of the NPT: India has not

signed the NPT, viewing it as discriminatory and
contrary to its national interests. Despite not being a
signatory, India has benefited from the NPT's role in
limiting nuclear proliferation, maintaining a policy of
abstention without actively undermining the treaty.

o Navigating the TPNW: India and other nuclear
possessors face the challenge of remaining outside
the TPNW while not opposing it. The TPNW’s lack of
robust enforcement mechanisms presents
challenges, but its potential to delegitimize nuclear deterrence and possession could reshape
international norms.

o Long-Term Prospects for Disarmament: The TPNW's success in stigmatizing nuclear weapons akin to
chemical and biological weapons would enhance global safety. Although this change won't occur
immediately, the treaty could catalyze a necessary dialogue about the roles and effectiveness of nuclear
weapons in contemporary security contexts.

3. Global Warming and Climate Forecasting
GS 3 (Environment)

 Why in News: The record warming of 2023-2024 has highlighted the profound effects of global warming, as
extreme weather events such as heatwaves, cyclones, floods,
droughts, and wildfires become more frequent and severe. Given
these experiences, there is the urgent need to improve climate
predictions and adapt to an increasingly volatile climate.

 Current Climate Observations
o Crossing the 1.5º C Threshold: Some estimates suggest the

world may have surpassed the critical 1.5º C warming
threshold, although the exact duration of this warming's
impact remains uncertain.

o Unexpected Extremes: The warming has produced a mix of
weather extremes that defy predictions. For instance, while
a strong El Niño was anticipated, the actual warming was
much greater, likely influenced by factors like volcanic
activity and wildfires.

o Erratic Monsoon Patterns: The 2023 monsoon was below
normal but did not classify as an El Niño drought. Future
predictions about monsoon patterns, including expectations
for 2024, remain uncertain.



NCSC IAS Current Affairs SEP C.A. Page no.

Ph: 9100791003 Website: https://delhiiasinstitution.com/ Email: iasncsc@gmail.com

3

o Cyclone Activity: The North Indian Ocean cyclone season has been weaker than expected for a La Niña
year, indicating unpredictability in weather patterns.

 Challenges in Prediction
o Model Limitations: Existing climate models struggle to accurately reproduce monsoon trends over the

past 50 years, leading to questions about their reliability for future forecasts.
o Increasing Complexity: As the climate continues to warm, predictions may become even more

challenging due to the complex interactions among various climate systems (e.g., hurricanes, El Niño,
Indian Ocean Dipole).

o Natural Variability: There is still much to learn about how climate change affects natural variability and
whether current observed patterns are short-term fluctuations or longer-term trends..

 Prediction of weather in India
o India Meteorological Department is solely responsible for issuing operational long range forecast for India.
o The forecasts are prepared at the National Climate Center of IMD located at Pune.
o At present, empirical (statistical) methods are used for the preparation of operational long range

forecasts.
o India, at present, depends on satellite data and computer models for weather prediction.
o The IMD uses the INSAT series of satellites and supercomputers.
o Forecasters use satellite data around cloud motion, cloud top temperature, and water vapour content

that help in rainfall estimation, weather forecasting, and tracking cyclones.
o The weather agency is now using manned and automatic weather stations, aircraft, ships, weather

balloons, ocean buoys and satellites to gather information on atmospheric temperature, pressure
humidity, wind speed and direction and sea surface temperatures.

o The data is then fed into a supercomputer at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology in Pune.

4. India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA)
GS 2 (International Relations)

 Why in News: Australia is actively negotiating a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) with India.

 What is CECA?
o A CECA is a free-trade agreement between two countries that strengthens their

bilateral trade.
o A free trade agreement is an arrangement between two or more countries where they

agree either to end or reduce customs duties on the maximum number of goods
traded between them, besides cutting down non-trade barriers on a significant value
of imports from partner countries and easing norms to promote services exports and
bilateral investments.

o It promotes bilateral trade and investment between the two countries.
o It eliminates tariffs on goods traded and liberalises services sectors to facilitate great

business opportunities and cooperation between Singapore and India.
 India-Australia Trade Relations

o Australia is an important trade and strategic partner of India.
o India is one of Australia’s largest trading partners, with two-way trade in goods valued

at over USD 6.7 billion in 2023-24.
o Bilateral trade between both sides, including goods and services, stood close to USD

50 billion at the end of calendar year 2023.
o Both the countries are part of the Indo Pacific Economic Forum for Prosperity

(IPEF) and Trilateral Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI).
o The Australia-India Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA), which came

into effect in December 2022, has led to about USD 30 billion worth of Australian
exports entering India tariff-free, with Australians saving around USD 225 million on
goods from India.
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5. Project Cheetah
GS 3 (Environment)

 Why in News: Project Cheetah completed 2 years
 About Project Cheetah:

o Project Cheetah, launched to reintroduce the African sub-species of cheetahs in India, completed two
years on September 17.

o The project has two primary objectives:
 To establish a stable, breeding population

of cheetahs in central India and
 To use cheetahs as an umbrella species to

restore open ecosystems such as scrubs,
savannahs, grasslands, and degraded
forests.

o This was the world’s first inter-continental large
wild carnivore translocation project.

o The cheetah was declared extinct in India in 1952, making it the only large wild mammalian species to go
extinct since India’s independence.

o Funding: Funded by Project Tiger and the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management & Planning
Authority (CAMPA)

o While the project has seen marginal successes, significant challenges remain, raising questions about its
long-term outlook.

 Status of Cheetah Reintroduction:
o The project began with the translocation of African cheetahs from Namibia and South Africa to Kuno

National Park in Madhya Pradesh, in two batches of eight and twelve cheetahs.
o Initially, the cheetahs were kept in soft-release enclosures called bomas, where they adapted to the local

environment and hunted live prey. Mating within this cohort led to the birth of 17 cubs.
o However, the survival rate has been a concern.
o Of the 20 translocated cheetahs, eight (40%) have died due to various reasons, including injuries during

mating and infections caused by tick infestations under their radio collars.
o Of the 17 cubs born, five (29%) have also perished.
o Currently, 24 cheetahs (12 adults and 12 cubs) survive, with the next batch of 6-8 cheetahs expected to

be translocated to Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh.
 Challenges in Releasing Cheetahs into the Wild:

o Despite initial successes in breeding and adapting to a new environment, the project faces significant
hurdles in fully releasing the cheetahs into the wild.

o Although two cheetahs, Pawan and Veera, were released into the wild, Pawan’s recent death, ostensibly
due to drowning, has raised concerns about their ability to establish habitats independently.

o Following Pawan’s death, all surviving cheetahs have been confined to enclosures, sparking criticism from
conservation scientists about the delay in releasing them into the wild and a lack of transparency.

o Wildlife biologists have pointed out that Namibia’s policy advises against keeping large wild carnivores in
captivity for more than three months.

o If not released within this timeframe, the animals should either be euthanized or held in permanent
captivity.

o The prolonged enclosure of cheetahs, contrary to the Cheetah Action Plan, which stipulated a 4–5-
week quarantine followed by a brief acclimatization period, has drawn scrutiny.

 Prey Scarcity:
o One of the major challenges for Project Cheetah is the inadequate prey base.
o The latest report indicates that the density of chital, the primary prey for both cheetahs and leopards,

has declined from 23.43 animals per square kilometer in 2021 to 17.5 in 2024, resulting in a significant
prey deficit.
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o The current population of approximately 6,700 chital is insufficient to sustain the 91 leopards and 12
adult cheetahs in Kuno National Park, which would require around 23,600 prey animals annually for
leopards and 3,120 for cheetahs

o This prey shortage necessitates immediate intervention, including prey augmentation at Kuno and
Gandhi Sagar, the next intended site for cheetah translocation.

o Experts argue that the rapid decline in prey density reflects poor project management, especially given
that Kuno was chosen specifically for its rich prey base.

 Way Forward / Suggestions:
o Free-ranging cheetahs have often ventured far beyond the boundaries of Kuno, crossing state lines and

even entering human habitats.
o Analysis of their movements using radio collars shows significant travel, with Veera moving an average of

5.82 km per day and often entering territorial forests outside the national park.
o These insights underscore the need for a comprehensive interstate landscape conservation plan.
o The future of Project Cheetah hinges on the conservation of the interstate Kuno-Gandhi Sagar

landscape, which spans protected areas, territorial forests, and several districts in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan.

o Achieving a stable population of 60-70 cheetahs in this region will require significant efforts in prey
management, establishing interstate coordination mechanisms, and ensuring the protection of open
ecosystems.

 Conclusion:
o Project Cheetah has made some progress in reintroducing cheetahs to India, but it faces numerous

challenges, including prey scarcity, delayed releases, and the need for large-scale landscape conservation.
o Moving forward, effective management, transparency, and enhanced conservation efforts will be crucial

in ensuring the long-term success of the project and the sustainable revival of cheetah populations in
India.

6. Clause 6 of Assam Accord
GS 2 (Governance)

 Why in News:
o After a meeting with the All Assam Students’ Union

(AASU), Assam Chief Minister initiated the process to
implement 52 recommendations from the Justice Biplab
Sarma Committee concerning Clause 6 of the Assam
Accord.

o This action follows the finalization of the committee's
report in February 2020.

o However, 15 key recommendations, which require
Constitutional amendments, will not be implemented for
now. The Chief Minister stated that these will be
discussed with the Centre at an appropriate time.

 Clause 6 of the Assam Accord
o Background: Assam Accord (1985)

 The Assam Accord was a Memorandum of
Settlement signed between the Rajiv Gandhi-
led Union government and the All Assam
Students’ Union (AASU).

 This accord ended a six-year-long agitation against the entry of Bangladeshi migrants into Assam.
 The agreement, signed in 1985, marked the conclusion of the Assam Movement.
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o Clause 6 of the Assam Accord
o Clause 6 of the Assam Accord promises to provide Constitutional, legislative, and administrative

safeguards to protect, preserve, and promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity, and heritage of the
Assamese people.

o These safeguards aim to address concerns regarding the state's demographic and cultural integrity
amidst the influx of migrants.

 Biplab Sarma Committee
o Formation of the committee

 In July 2019, the Union Home Ministry formed a 14-member committee, chaired by retired
Assam High Court Justice Biplab Kumar Sarma, to provide recommendations on
implementing Clause 6 of the Assam Accord.

 A key issue the committee addressed was defining "the Assamese people" eligible for the
safeguards under Clause 6.

o Submission of the report
 The committee submitted its final report in February 2020.
 However, instead of being presented to the Union Home Ministry, it was received by then Assam

Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal.
 In August 2020, four committee members publicly released the confidential report.

o Key Recommendations:
 Definition of Assamese People: The committee suggested that "Assamese people" should

include:
 Indigenous Tribals
 Other Indigenous Communities of Assam
 Indian citizens residing in Assam on or before January 1, 1951, and their descendants
 Indigenous Assamese People

 Safeguards: Based on this definition, the committee recommended reservations for "Assamese
people" in Parliament, the state Assembly, local bodies, and jobs.

 Recommendations of the report to be implemented
o Classification of Recommendations

 The committee’s 67 recommendations are divided into three categories:
 40 recommendations under the state government’s jurisdiction
 12 recommendations requiring Centre’s concurrence
 15 recommendations exclusively within the Centre’s domain

 The 52 recommendations in the first two categories will be implemented by April 2025, with a
roadmap to be submitted to AASU by October 25, 2024.

o Acceptance of 1951 Cut-off Date
 The Assam govt has accepted the 1951 cut-off date for the specific recommendations of the

Justice Biplab Sarma Committee report.
 However, the definition of “Assamese people” is limited to the context of the report's

recommendations.
o Land Safeguards

 Special Revenue Circles: Designating areas where only Assamese people can own and transfer
land.

 Land Titles: A three-year program to grant land titles to Assamese people who have long
occupied land without proper documentation.

 Char Areas Survey: Surveying char areas (riverine regions) to treat newly formed chars as
government land, prioritizing allocation to those affected by river erosion.

o Language Safeguards
 Assamese as Official Language: Retaining Assamese as the official state language per the 1960

Assam Official Language Act, with provisions for local languages in certain regions.
 Bilingual Government Documents: Issuing all state government acts, rules, and orders in both

Assamese and English.
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 Autonomous Language Council: Establishing a council to preserve and promote indigenous
languages of Assam.

 Assamese in Schools: Making Assamese a compulsory subject in all English medium schools up to
Class VIII or Class X.

o Cultural Heritage Preservation
 Sattras (Neo-Vaishnavite Monasteries): Setting up an autonomous body to oversee the

development of sattras and provide them financial assistance.
 Cultural Complexes: Building multipurpose cultural complexes in every district to preserve the

cultural heritage of all ethnic groups.
o Sixth Schedule Areas

 The autonomous councils of Assam’s Sixth Schedule Areas, including the Bodoland Territorial
Council, the North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council, and the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council,
will decide whether to implement the 52 recommendations.

 These councils have certain legislative and judicial autonomy under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution.

 Recommendations that have been left out by the govt
o Inner Line Permit

 Proposal for implementing an ILP for entry into Assam, similar to existing regulations in Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, and Mizoram.

o Reservations for Assamese People
 Parliament and State Assembly: 80-100% reservation of seats for Assamese individuals in

Parliament and state Assembly, as well as in local bodies.
 Government Jobs: 80-100% reservation in Assam government jobs.
 Private Sector Collaborations: 70-100% reservation for vacancies in partnerships between the

Assam government and private companies.
 Creation of an Upper House: Proposal for establishing a Legislative Council in Assam, exclusively

reserved for Assamese people.

7. China's launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile
GS 2 (International Relations)

 Why in News: China conducted a successful test of an intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM) designed to potentially reach US cities. This marked a
rare public display of military capability aimed at showcasing China's strategic
deterrence. China choosing the Pacific Ocean as the location for test-firing its
missile comes across as both a display of its increased nuclear capabilities and
as a warning to the United States and its allies in the region.

 About intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
o China’s latest ICBM is known to be DF-41 (Dongfeng-41), which first

came into service in 2017. It is known to have an operational range of
up to 12,000–15,000 km, capable of reaching the United States’
mainland.

o Chinese state-run media have claimed the missile can load up to 10
MIRV warheads with a total weight of 2,500 kg.

o An ICBM typically has a range greater than 5,500km (3,420 miles) and
is designed to carry nuclear warheads.

o How common are missile tests in the Pacific region?
 Few countries have ICBMs in their arsenal, and testing is

usually restricted to their own territory.
 China's military

o China boasts the world’s largest standing army and the biggest navy.
o The U.S. report also estimated China had more than 500 operational
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nuclear warheads as of May 2023 and was on track to accumulate more than 1,000 operational nuclear
warheads by 2030.

o China has not revealed the size of its nuclear arsenal.
o In comparison, Russia is believed to have a total inventory of more than 5,580 warheads — including

4,380 stockpiled warheads for operational forces, as well as an additional 1,200 retired warheads
awaiting dismantlement — according to a report this year by the Federation of American Scientists.

o The same report put the U.S. nuclear warheads at 5,044.

8. India joins US-led Mineral Security Network
GS 2 (International Relations)

 Why in News:
o India has formally joined the Minerals Security Finance Network

(MSFN), a US-led initiative focused on enhancing cooperation
among members to secure supply chains for critical minerals.
The announcement, made by the US State Department on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly, involves a pact signed by
14 countries and the European Union.

o The MSFN is an extension of the Minerals Security Partnership
(MSP), launched by the US in 2022. India had already joined the
MSP in June 2023.

 China's strategy of restricting access to critical minerals
o China blocking the access to critical minerals

 On August 15, 2023, China announced restrictions on
antimony exports, a critical mineral for military and
defense equipment, citing "national security."

 The move, effective from September 15, was part of a
broader pattern of counteractions in response to global
efforts to reduce reliance on Chinese minerals.

o China is using its dominant position
 China dominates the global supply chains for critical

minerals, controlling 60% of rare earth and critical
minerals production and 80% of their processing,
making other nations, such as the U.S., EU, India, and
Japan, strategically vulnerable.

o Past instances where China weaponized its dominant position
 China has previously weaponized its mineral dominance, as seen in 2010 when it halted rare

earth exports to Japan after a maritime dispute.
 In 2023, China imposed further export restrictions on minerals like gallium, germanium, and

graphite, in retaliation against U.S. export controls on advanced technology.
 These actions signal China's willingness to leverage its control over critical minerals to counter

U.S.-led efforts to diversify supply chains and reduce dependency on Chinese resources.
 China's actions aim to undermine Western efforts to decouple from its supply chains and hinder

development in areas like submarines and fighter jets, which require large amounts of rare earth
elements

 This shift marks a departure from cooperation to coercion in China's foreign relations, signaling
that mineral export controls will intensify as tensions with the West grow.



NCSC IAS Current Affairs SEP C.A. Page no.

Ph: 9100791003 Website: https://delhiiasinstitution.com/ Email: iasncsc@gmail.com

9

 MSP
o About

 In August 2022, US and 10 other nations agreed for this alliance known as MSP.
 MSP is an international alliance that aims to ensure a stable supply of critical minerals for a clean

energy transition.
 It focuses on minerals and metals that are essential for clean energy technologies, such as

lithium, cobalt, nickel, manganese, graphite, rare earth elements, and copper.
o Goals

 Sustainable supply chains: The MSP works to create diverse, sustainable, and responsible supply
chains for critical minerals.

 Economic development: The MSP aims to ensure that the production, processing, and recycling
of critical minerals supports economic development.

 Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) standards: The MSP's members commit to high
ESG standards.

 Shared prosperity: The MSP's members work to promote shared prosperity.
o Members

 Australia, Canada, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Norway, Republic of
Korea, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States, and European Union

 Minerals Security Finance Network (MSFN)
o Background: need for MSFN

 The creation of the MSFN reflects a growing need to reduce dependence on countries like China
for critical resources, particularly rare earth minerals.

 Signatory nations emphasized that meeting the global demand for these minerals to support the
clean energy transition requires collaboration between the public and private sectors.

o About
 MSFN is a new initiative that originates from the MSP, a framework established by the US in

2022.
 The network aims to bring together institutions from the Indo-Pacific region and Europe,

promoting cooperation, information exchange, and co-financing.
 Under this, development finance institutions (DFIs) and export credit agencies (ECAs) from

member nations will work together to enhance production capacity and resilience in mineral
supply chains.

o Countries that are part of this initiative
 The partnership includes 14 countries and the European Commission.
 These are the USA, Australia, Canada, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, the

Republic of Korea, Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the EU.
o India’s participation

 India’s participation in this initiative is aimed at diversifying and securing its supply of critical
minerals from nations like Argentina, Chile, Australia, and select African countries.

 Kazakhstan, in Central Asia, is also being explored as a potential source for India’s mineral
requirements.

 China dominates rare earth production, controlling about 70% of global output, while India
seeks to establish itself in the lithium value chain.

 New Delhi is heavily dependent on the imports of critical minerals such as lithium, nickel,
cobalt and copper, which resulted in an import cost of around ₹34,000 crore in FY23.

 It is estimated that India’s hunger for minerals will only grow, and so will the import cost,
further increasing India’s vulnerability.

 This partnership with the US-led network marks a critical step forward for India in its quest to
reduce reliance on China for these minerals and build a robust, self-sustaining supply chain for its
green energy initiatives.
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MCQCurrentAffairs
26th Sept, 2024

1. In the context of criminal law, which of the following is a key element required to prove constructive
possession?

a) Physical custody of the object
b) Proximity to the object.
c) Ownership of the property where the object is found.
d) Intent and capability to exercise control over the object.

2. Consider the following statements regarding Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs):
A. They are public oversight institutions responsible for the audit of government revenue and expenditure.
B. The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) and the Indian Audit and Accounts Department (IAAD)

functioning under him constitute the SAI of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) A only
b) B only
c) A and B
d) Neither of two

3. “Pact for the Future”, recently in the news was adopted by:
a) World Health Organisation
b) United Nations Environment Programme
c) World Trade Organisation
d) United Nations General Assembly

4. Consider the following statements regarding the Nagar Van Yojana:
A. It aims to enhance the urban greenery to improve the quality of life in cities.
B. It provides financial assistance of Rs. 4 lakh per hectare for the creation and maintenance of these urban forests.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) A only
b) B only
c) A and B
d) Neither of two

5. MAPCIS crater, recently seen news, is located in:
a) India
b) Australia
c) Kenya
d) Russia
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MCQCurrentAffairs
26th Sept, 2024

1. d
2. c
3. d
4. c
5. b
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