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7thAug, 2024

1. Guidelines for Organ Transport in India
GS 2 (Governance)

 Why in News: The Union Health Ministry for the first time has come out with Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for transporting organs through various modes of travel such as air, road, railways and waterways.

 About Guidelines for Organ Transport in India:
o Organ transportation is required when the

organ donor and recipient are in different
hospitals or cities.

o As per the new SOPs, in the case of air
transportation, airlines carrying the organs can
request the Air Traffic Control for the
aircraft’s priority takeoff and landing and arrange front-row seats.

o They can also request priority reservations and provisions for late check-in for medical personnel
transporting organs.

o The source airport will notify the destination airport to facilitate the arrival process.
o The flight captain may announce in flight that human organs are being transported.
o Arrangements for carrying the organ box on trolleys from the aircraft to the ambulance post-arrival can

also be made by the airport and airline staff.
o Additionally, when the ambulance is only permitted up to the runway, the airline crew can guide and

assist the accompanying medical personnel in carrying the organ box directly from the aircraft via the
staircase to the waiting ambulance on the runway.

o Green corridor at airports:
 The SOPs specify that airport officials should establish a “green corridor” and provide a trolley

for transporting the organ box from the ambulance to the aircraft at the departure airport and
vice versa at the destination airport.

 They also say that the green corridor may be provided at the request of specific authorities or
agencies.

o Sensitizing traffic police:
 The SOPs also emphasize the importance of sensitizing state traffic police across various states

about organ donation and transplant.
 They highlight the crucial role of traffic police in expediting organ transport through the creation

of green corridors.
o Organ transportation via Metro:

 Metro Traffic Control must give priority transit for the metro carrying the live human organs.
 The metro security staff should escort the clinical team carrying the organ box up to their

boarding at the metro station.
 Additionally, a metro official should accompany the clinical team on the metro and secure the

necessary area for the organ box.
 They add that the Security Hold Area (SHA) should be notified by metro security regarding the

transport of live human organs to avoid any delay during security checks.
 Additionally, the relevant metro personnel at the destination should be informed to ensure

proper arrangements for carrying the organs.
o The organ box should be kept in the correct position and orientation i.e. upright straight vertically at 90

degrees to the surface during transport and the label of "handle with care" can be put on the organ box.
o The organ box should be secured with a seat belt for greater safety.
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2. Auroville
Recent events of importance

 Why in News: The Union Government has referred a range of complaints in Auroville to the appropriate bodies
and agencies, the Minister of State for Education has said in Parliament recently.

 About Auroville:
o It was founded by Mirra Alfassa, known as the

‘Mother’, the spiritual collaborator of Sri
Aurobindo on the 28th of February, 1968, as an
international cultural township.

o It is the largest and oldest surviving international
intentional community in the world.

o Location: It is located on the outskirts of Puducherry,
in the Villupuram District of Tamil Nadu.

o 3300 people from 58 nations, including India, live
together as one community and engage themselves
in cultural, educational, scientific, and other pursuits
aimed at human unity.

o It has flourished from a barren desert to a 3,000-acre township and bioregion in which more than 3
million trees have been planted, home to rich biodiversity, 9 schools, multiple social enterprises, etc.

o UNESCO endorsed the project of Auroville through four resolutions in 1966, 1968, 1970, and 1983.
o The township has been under the administrative control of the Ministry of Education since 1980 and is

administered as per the provisions of the Auroville Foundation Act, 1988, passed by the Parliament of
India.

o According to the provisions of the Auroville Foundation Act, the Government of India provides partial
funding in the form of grants to the Foundation for meeting its expenditure on the establishment,
maintenance, and development of Auroville.

3. The debate over GST on health insurance
GS 3 (Economy)

 Why in News:
o Insurance premiums for health and life policies have increased this year, and with an 18% Goods and

Services Tax (GST) added, many people in India are finding
insurance less affordable.

o Opposition leaders protested at Parliament, demanding the
removal of GST on these premiums. Recently, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari wrote to Finance Minister, arguing that GST on
insurance premiums taxes life's uncertainties and hampers
industry growth.

 Life and health insurance market in India
o In fiscal 2023-24, the general insurance industry collected Rs

1,09,000 crore in health premiums, while life insurance
companies collected Rs 3,77,960 crore, with LIC alone
contributing Rs 2,22,522 crore.

o Five states—Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and
Delhi—accounted for 64% of the total health insurance
premium in 2022-23, with the rest of the states contributing 36%.

o A Swiss Re Sigma report noted a decrease in insurance penetration in India's life insurance sector from
3.2% in 2021-22 to 3% in 2022-23, while non-life insurance penetration remained at 1%.

o Overall, India's insurance penetration dropped to 4% in 2022-23 from 4.2% in the previous year.
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 GST on health and life insurance premiums
o GST, introduced on July 1, 2017, replaced all indirect taxes, including service tax and cess.
o Currently, GST on health and life insurance policies is fixed at 18%.

 Prior to GST, life insurance premiums were subject to 15% service taxes, comprising Basic Service
Tax, Swachh Bharat cess, and Krishi Kalyan
cess.

o Since GST encapsulates service tax, which applies to
the insurance industry, its introduction has resulted in
an increase in premium amounts.

o This rise, combined with high medical inflation
estimated at 14% last year, has made medical and
term insurance less affordable for many.

o The government acknowledged in Parliament that it
received requests for an exemption or reduction in
GST rates on life and health insurance.

 Rationale behind imposing the GST on health and life
insurance premiums

o Role of GST Council
 The GST rates and exemptions on services, including health insurance premiums, are set by the

GST Council, which includes the Union Finance Minister and state/UT ministers.
o Revenue earning segment for the government

 GST is applicable to all insurance policies since insurance is a service, and policyholders pay tax
on their insurance premium.

 This segment fetched Rs 21,256 crore in GST during the last three financial years, and another Rs
3,274 crore from the reissuance of health policies.

o Certain deductions allowed while computing income tax
 Insurance premiums are eligible for tax deductions under Sections 80C and 80D of the Income

Tax Act, 1961, with deductions up to Rs 1.5 lakh, including GST, and additional deductions for
medical riders.

 Need for withdrawing the GST on the premium
o Large increases in premium on health insurance policies

 The main issue is the large increases in premium on health insurance policies this year — a
leading public sector insurer has hiked the premium by 50%.

o GST on insurance in India is the highest in the world
 Many experts have pointed out that the GST on insurance in India is the highest in the world.
 This step might create challenges for IRDAI’s goal of “Insurance for All by 2047”.

o Report by Standing Committee on Finance
 The Standing Committee on Finance in its 66th report, submitted to Parliament in February 2024,

recommended rationalisation of the GST rate on insurance products, especially health and term
insurance.

 It said that the high rate of GST results in a high premium burden, which acts as a deterrent to
getting insurance policies.

4. Sucralose
GS 3 (Science and Tech)

 Why in News: A recent study from India examining the effects of replacing sucrose or table sugar with an
artificial sweetener, sucralose, found no adverse impact on glucose or HbA1c levels and indicated a slight
improvement in body mass index (BMI).

 About Sucralose:
o Sucralose is a no-calorie sweetener that can be used to lower one’s intake of added sugars while still

providing satisfaction from enjoying the taste of something sweet.
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o While some types of sweeteners in this category are considered low-calorie (e.g., aspartame) and others
are no-calorie (e.g., sucralose, monk fruit sweeteners, and stevia sweeteners). Collectively, they are often
referred to as sugar substitutes, high-intensity sweeteners, nonnutritive sweeteners, or low-calorie
sweeteners.

o Like other no-calorie sweeteners, sucralose
is intensely sweet.It is about 600 times
sweeter than sugar.

o It can be used as an ingredient in any type
of food or beverage.

o Sucralose is exceptionally stable, so foods and
beverages sweetened with sucralose stay
sweet under a wide range of conditions.

o Production:
 Sucralose is made from a process that

begins with regular table sugar
(sucrose); however, sucralose is not
sugar.

 Three select hydroxyl groups on the sucrose molecule are replaced with three chlorine atoms.
 Sucralose’s structure prevents enzymes in the digestive tract from breaking it down, which is an

inherent part of its safety.
o After Consumption:

 Most (about 85 per cent) of consumed sucralose is not absorbed by the body and is
excreted, unchanged, in the feces.

 Of the small amount that is absorbed (about 15 per cent), none is broken down for energy—
therefore, sucralose does not provide any calories.

 All absorbed sucralose is excreted quickly in the urine.

5. Performance of Ayushman Bharat Scheme
GS 2 (Governance)

 Why in News: Beneficiaries aged 70 years and above made up over 12 per cent of all admissions under the
government’s flagship Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme, according to data presented in Parliament by
the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

 About Ayushman Bharat Scheme:
o Ayushman Bharat, a flagship scheme of Government of India, was launched in 2018 as recommended by

the National Health Policy 2017.
o Objective: To achieve the vision of Universal Health Coverage.
o This initiative has been designed to meet Sustainable Development Goal number 3 and its underlining

commitment, which is to "leave no one behind."
o Ayushman Bharat adopts a continuum of care approach, comprising of two inter-related components,

which are:
 Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)

 It provides health insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per year to over 10 crore poor and
vulnerable families for seeking secondary and tertiary care.

 Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs)
 About Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs):
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 In February 2018, the Government of India announced the creation of 1,50,000 Health and Wellness Centres
(HWCs) by transforming the existing Sub Centres and Primary Health Centres.

o The goal is to ensure access to quality healthcare closer to the community, thereby improving health
outcomes and reducing out-of-pocket healthcare expenditures for individuals and families.

o These centres provide free essential medicines and diagnostic services, teleconsultation, and health
promotion including wellness activities like Yoga.

o The HWCs also offer annual screening for those 30 years or older for Non Communicable Diseases such
as:
 Hypertension, Diabetes, and three of the most common Cancers in India — oral, breast and

cervical.
 Progress/Achievements under Ayushman Bharat Scheme:

o The scheme crossed the milestone of 30 crore Ayushman cards in January2024.
o In order to reach out to the last mile, NHA has launched ‘Ayushman App’ for Ayushman Card creation.
o With 4.83 crore Ayushman Cards, Uttar Pradesh tops the list of States with the highest number of

Ayushman Cards crated. Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra stand at number two and three positions
with 3.78 crore and 2.39 crore Ayushman cards respectively.

o 48% of treatment provided under the scheme has been availed by the female; thus, gender equity is part
of core design of the scheme.

o Further, Ayushman Bharat has successfully catered to 6.2 crore hospital admissions worth more than
Rs. 79,000 crores.

 Performance of Ayushman Bharat Scheme:
o The Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme data presented in Parliament reveals that beneficiaries

aged 70 years and above constituted over 12% of all admissions and nearly 14% of the total
expenditure till January 2024.

o Of the nearly 6.2 crore approved hospital admissions till January 2024, 57.5 lakh were for senior citizens
aged 70 years and above, with treatment costs amounting to more than Rs 9,800 crore out of the total Rs
79,200 crore spent over the last six years.
 The government's plan to expand Ayushman Bharat to include all individuals over 70,

irrespective of economic status, is set to add nearly 4 crore new beneficiaries.
o Expanding coverage to older people of means will

likely increase the policy's utilization and costs.
o The interim budget in February extended the

scheme to ASHA and Anganwadi workers, but no
further expansion was mentioned in the July
budget, with a slight increase in allocation to Rs
7,300 crore.

o India's ageing population is projected to rise from
8.6% in 2011 to 19.5% by 2050, tripling in absolute
numbers from 103 million in 2011 to 319 million in
2050.

o Hospital admissions for older individuals exceeded
their population share in several states, with
Maharashtra leading at 20.49%.
 In contrast, Tamil Nadu recorded the lowest proportion of admissions (3.12%) but had higher

treatment costs for the elderly.
o States like Maharashtra, Kerala, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, and others had the highest

proportions of spending on elderly care.
o Treatments for the elderly are costlier due to longer healing times, higher likelihood of secondary

infections, need for ICU care, and multiple comorbidities.
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6. Yen carry trade
GS 3 (Economy)

 Why in News: Recently, major stock markets across the world experienced their sharpest decline in decades and
the yen carry trade was one reason behind this decline.

 About Yen carry trade:
o It is a trading strategy that involves borrowing at a low

interest rate and investing in an asset that provides a higher rate
of return.

o It is typically based on borrowing in a low-interest rate currency
and converting the borrowed amount into another currency.

o Generally, the proceeds would be deposited in the second
currency if it offers a higher interest rate.

o The proceeds also could be deployed into assets such as stocks,
commodities, bonds, or real estate that are denominated in the
second currency.

 Yen Carry trade
o The Japanese yen is considered one of the most widely used

currencies for this purpose.
o In yen carry trade, investors, including retail Japanese investors

borrow at a low interest rate at home and purchase assets in
another country with higher returns, such as overseas equities
and bonds.

o The yen has been popular for carrying trades because Japan has
maintained a zero-interest rate policy for over two decades.

o The idea behind low interest rates is to stimulate economic
activity.

o For instance, such low interest rates incentivise investors to borrow cheaply in yen and invest in other
countries (such as Brazil, Mexico, India and even the US) in a bid to earn better returns. Such carry trades
are called yen carry trades.
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MCQCurrentAffairs
7thAug, 2024

1. Consider the following statements regarding the Standardised Precipitation Index:
A. It is calculated based on the long-term precipitation record for a particular location and long-term period.
B. It measures both the wet and dry conditions of an area.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) A only
b) B only
c) A and B
d) Neither of two

2. Four-ringed butterfly, recently seen in the news was discovered in:
a) Manas Tiger Reserve
b) Namdapha National Park
c) Bandipur National Park
d) Pench Tiger Reserve

3. The Maritime Partnership Exercise, recently seen in the news was held between India and:
a) Japan
b) France
c) Indonesia
d) Russia

4. Which one of the following best describes the term "Genetic Screening"?
a) A method used to analyze dietary habits and nutrition levels.
b) A test to determine an individual's suitability for specific job roles based on their genetic makeup.
c) A tool used to identify individuals at higher risk of developing certain disorders.
d) A procedure to alter genetic material to enhance physical traits.

5. The WHO Global Traditional Medicine Centre (WHO GCTM) is located in which one of the following states?
a) Telangana
b) Rajasthan
c) Madhya Pradesh
d) Gujarat
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1. c
2. b
3. d
4. c
5. d
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