NCSC IAS Current Affairs JUNE C.A. Page no.1

27 June, 2024

1. Opposition’s larger demography, LoP’s big responsibility

GS 2 (Legislature)

® Why in News: The 2024 general election resulted in the numerically largest Opposition in Lok Sabha history, with
over 234 seats. This has reignited discussions about the

role and significance of the Leader of the Opposition Opposition’s larger demography, LoP’s big responsibility
(LoP) in Indian parliamentary democracy. T»« |t i
® Historical and Legal Framework of LoP: i : "& - P
B Definition and Recognition: The Salary and
Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament
Act, 1977 first defined the LoP as the leader of the
party in opposition with the greatest numerical
strength.
B Numerical Requirement: To be recognized as LoP,
a party needs 10% of the House strength (54 seats
in Lok Sabha) as per Speaker's Direction 121 from
the 1950s.
B Impact of 10th Schedule: The 10th Schedule's

® Significance and Challenges of LoP in Indian Context:

recognition of all political parties as "parties"
regardless of size has made the earlier
categorization of parties and groups less relevant.

The Leader of
the Opposition
in the 18th Lok
Sabha must
ke his cue
from the

Westminster Tradition: In Westminster tradition,
the LoP is considered the Prime Minister-in-
waiting and forms a shadow cabinet to scrutinize
government policies.

Indian Adaptation: India hasn't adopted the shadow cabinet system, and the 1977 Act doesn't define specific
functions for the LoP.

Opposition Unity: The LoP faces challenges in uniting a diverse opposition without the power-sharing
arrangements available to ruling coalitions.

® Impact of 2024 Election on Opposition's Role:

Increased Influence: The unprecedented 234+ opposition members have boosted opposition morale and
influence in parliamentary proceedings.

Parliamentary Dynamics: This new dynamic can affect question admissions, bill debates, committee referrals,
and other House functions.

LoP's Responsibility: The LoP has a crucial responsibility to maintain opposition unity and effectively
communicate government failures to the public.

® Potential for Strengthening Democratic Traditions:

Communication Channels: British tradition encourages direct communication between the Prime Minister and
LoP on major policy initiatives.

Historical Precedents: Historical examples, like Nehru's engagement with opposition leaders, demonstrate the
value of respectful parliamentary discourse.

Opportunity for Normalcy: The large opposition presents an opportunity to restore normalcy and constructive
debate in Parliament.

2. Harnessing India's Rooftop Solar Potential

GS 3 (Economy)

® Why in News: India's installed rooftop solar (RTS) capacity has seen significant growth, with a record increase of
2.99 GW in 2023-2024. As of March 31, the total installed RTS capacity in India was 11.87 GW. This growth
underscores the need for a sustained push to harness India's vast RTS potential to meet the rising energy demands.
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® Key Highlights of the RTS Programme

® State-wise Performance

Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission: Launched in January 2010, aiming to produce 20 GW of solar energy
by 2022, later revised to 100 GW with a 40 GW RTS component.

Current Status: As of December 2022, India had installed 7.5 GW of RTS capacity, extending the 40 GW target to
2026. The overall RTS potential is

approximately 796 GW. How well is India tap_ping its b
Future Targets: To achieve 500 GW of rooftop solar potential?
renewable energy by 2030, with 280 GW from — eeesicsssitciaifome s om e ot

‘Shantany Koy

solar, RTS must contribute around 100 GW.

Gujarat: Leading with an installed RTS capacity
of 3,456 MW, attributed to quick approval
processes, a large number of installers, and
high consumer awareness.

Maharashtra: Following with 2,072 MW,
driven by robust policies and a conducive regulatory environment.

Rajasthan: Boasts the highest RTS potential (1,154 MW) due to.its land area and high solar irradiance, supported
by streamlined approvals and financial incentives.

Other States: Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka have also performed well, while Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and
Jharkhand face challenges like bureaucratic hurdles and lack of infrastructure.

e for e ABGW

® Challenges and Solutions

Economic Viability: Government subsidies and low-cost financing options are crucial. Increasing the number of
financial institutions offering RTS loans can make these systems more accessible.

Technological Advancements: Promoting R&D in solar technology, energy storage solutions, and smart-grid
infrastructure can reduce costs and improve system reliability.

Skill Development: Training programs like 'Suryamitra' can build a skilled workforce to support the growing RTS
sector.

Regulatory Framework: Updating net-metering regulations, grid-integration standards, and building codes is
essential to address emerging challenges and facilitate smooth implementation.

® Implications on Energy Security

Energy Independence: Expanding RTS can reduce dependence on fossil fuels, enhancing India's energy security.
Environmental Benefits: Increased use of solar energy can significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
combat climate change.

Economic Growth: Developing the RTS sector can create jobs, stimulate economic growth, and provide reliable
power to underserved areas.

® Need for Equity in Solarification

Inclusive Growth: Ensuring equitable access to RTS systems across urban and rural areas can bridge the energy
divide.

Support for Marginalized Communities: Providing targeted subsidies and incentives can help marginalized
communities adopt RTS, ensuring they benefit from renewable energy advancements.

® PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana scheme

PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana is a government scheme that aims to provide free electricity to households in
India.

Financial assistance: The scheme provides a Central Financial Assistance of 60 percent of system cost for 2 kW
systems and 40 percent of additional system cost for systems between 2 to 3 kW capacity.

Beneficiaries of scheme will get free electricity of up to 300 units per month. It could result in savings of Rs
15,000-18,000 annually for households that install rooftop solar systems.

National Portal: Households will apply for subsidy through the National Portal and will be able to select a
suitable vendor for installing rooftop solar.

Model village: Under the scheme, 'A Model Solar Village' will be developed in each district of the country to act
as a role model for adoption of rooftop solar in rural areas.
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3. Impact of Coal Mining Pollutants on Workers
GS 2 (Social Issues)

® Why in the News: Prolonged exposure to coal mining pollutants has resulted in widespread respiratory and skin
diseases among the workers and people in six districts in India, where coal extraction is a major occupation.

® About the Study:
B A survey was conducted by the National Foundation for India which is an organisation that works on social justice

issues.
B |t conducted a survey, involving 1,200 households, Pro]()nged exposure to coal mining causes

to study the prolonged exposure to coal mining regpjratory, skin diseases in workers: study

pollutants on the mining workers. B -
B The six districts covered for the survey were Koriya e
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€ The survey found lower levels of income and educational attainment among SC and ST groups compared to
OBC groups, and their higher representation in low-paying, irregular jobs in coal-dumping yards, coal
sidings, coal loading, coal transport, coal washeries and other informal work.
€ This disparity, the report said, indicated the challenges that marginalised groups will face as India
gradually phases down coal use, resulting in significant job losses and economic downturns in coal-
dependent regions.
B Impact on Health:
@ People living closer to the mines were relatively more vulnerable.
€ Dhanbad and Ramgarh, which had more people living in such zones, had higher incidence of lung and
breathing-related diseases as well as skin infections.
€ At least 65% of participants interviewed reported issues such as chronic bronchitis, asthma, and skin
ailments such as eczema, dermatitis and fungal infections.
L 2
2
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On average, a household in these districts spent X300 to X1,000 on monthly medical-related bills.
The average annual hospitalization expenses in Dhanbad (228,461 per household) were the highest.
B Shift from Coal:
€ The main goal of the study was to explore the concept of a 'just transition' — finding effective and sensitive
ways to help individuals who depend on coal mining to move away from these jobs.
€ As the world moves away from coal, significant job WHERE POWER COMES FROM
losses and economic declines are anticipated in coal- D7 D SOUe (1 i s o1 el

dependent regions. B e
€ This shift will affect not only coal miners and workers o
directly but also the wider local economy. il
® India’s Dependence on Coal for Energy Supply: i
Wind
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B Coal is expected to account for at least 21 per cent of T e
India’s electricity requirements even by 2050.
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Easily Available Source of Power:

@ Coal can help the country meet its energy needs without depending on imports as it is abundantly available
domestically.
@ Alternatives like nuclear energy have been hampered by high costs and safety concerns.

B India’s Developmental Needs:

€ To lift millions of people out of poverty, India needs energy.

€ The International Energy Agency (IEA) predicts that between 2020 and 2040, India will have the largest
growth in energy demand of any country in the world.

€ To meet this demand, India will need to rely on a variety of energy sources—both conventional and
renewable.

B Source of Employment:

€@ Beyond providing desperately needed energy, coal is also a vital source of jobs and economic growth and
a driver of industrialization, just as it was in developed countries.

4 Around 4 million people in India are employed either directly or indirectly in the coal sector.

€ Other than active workers, another 500,000 Indians rely.on the coal sector for their pensions.

B Source of Revenue for the Government:

€ Coal India Limited is the largest coal mining company in the world.
€ The coal sector is a major source of revenue for States and the Central Government.

4. Chandrayaan-4
GS 3 (Science and Tech)

Why in News: The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is
preparing for its ambitious Chandrayaan-4 mission, aiming to bring back Chandrayaan—4 to be sent in parts,
samples from the Moon. This mission involves unique challenges and assembled in space: ISRO chief

innovative strategies, including assembling spacecraft parts in space.
Multi-Launch Strategy and In-Space Assembly et

Technological Marvel and Testing
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Multiple Launches: Unlike previous missions, Chandrayaan-4 will be  gumwmsuocawmcnis
launched in multiple parts due to the spacecraft's size exceeding the

carrying capacity of ISRO's most powerful rocket. The components
will be assembled in space before heading to the Moon.

In-Space Docking: This approach is similar to the construction of the
International Space Station. It will be the first time a lunar mission
adopts this method, potentially setting a new precedent in space
exploration. ISRO is developing new docking capabilities to join i
spacecraft parts in both Earth and Moon orbits.  owraon
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Spadex Mission: To test the docking capabilities required for
Chandrayaan-4, ISRO will conduct a mission called Spadex later this
year. This mission will demonstrate in-space docking, a crucial step for the success of Chandrayaan-4.
Configuration and Capabilities: The configuration involves developing technologies to dock modules in space,
which will be essential for future complex missions. A detailed study and internal review of the Chandrayaan-4
mission are complete, and cost estimates will soon be submitted for government approval.
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Future Missions and Space Station Plans

Vision 2047: ISRO's long-term vision includes plans for India’s own space station by 2035 and sending humans to
the Moon by 2040. The future Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS) will also be assembled in space through
multiple launches.

Next Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV): ISRO is developing the NGLV, a heavy rocket with an upgraded design
to handle larger missions. A new launch complex is being created to accommodate this 4,000-ton rocket,
essential for future missions.
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® Impact and Future Directions
B Enhanced Capabilities: These innovative strategies and missions demonstrate ISRO's capability to handle
complex space missions, positioning India as a significant player on the global stage.
B Technological Advancement: Developing and testing in-space docking and assembly will advance India's space
technology, enabling more ambitious missions in the future.
B Global Collaboration and Competition: Success in these missions will not only boost India's reputation in space
exploration but also open avenues for international collaboration and competition

5. Role of a Lok Sabha’s Leader of Opposition
GS 2 (Legislature)

® Whyin News:
B Congress leader Rahul Gandhi is Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the 18th Lok Sabha, a position that lay vacant for
10 years because no party had numbers equalling a tenth of the strength of the House.
B The LoP is the parliamentary chairperson of
the largest political party/ coalition in the Lok
Sabha that is not in government.
® The Position of Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha:
B Statutory recognition:
€ It was officially described in the Salary
and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition
in Parliament Act 1977.
€ The Act describes the Leader of Opposition as:
® A member of the Council of States or the House of the People (as the case may be),
® Who is the Leader in that House of the party (having the greatest numerical strength and recognised
as such by the Chairman/ the Speaker) in opposition to the Government.
B Numerical strength: According to a conventional understanding, in order to get the post of Leader of
Opposition a party must have at least 10% of MPs in the House.
B Debate over numerical strength:
€ According to the former Lok SabhaSecretary General PDT Achary, the law is clear that the Speaker is
required to recognise the leader of the numerically largest party in opposition as the leader of opposition.
€@ There is no such rule, which requires a party to have at least 10% of the members of the House for
recognising someone as the Leader of the Opposition.
€ Before the BJP in 2014 and 2019, the Congress (having 415 members in Lok Sabha) in 1984 denied TDP
(with 30 MPs) the post of Leader of Opposition, on the basis of the above mysterious rule.
M Salary and sumptuary allowances: S/he shall be entitled to receive a salary and allowances as are specified in the
Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act 1954.
® Powers of the Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the House:

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha: the position, role, responsibilities

INTHEPOST IN THE PAST

mmmmm

SHARADPAWAR

RAUIVGANDHI

B Order of precedence: The LoP in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha come at No. 7, along with
Union Cabinet Ministers,
The National Security Advisor,
The Principal Secretary to the PM,
The Vice-Chairperson of the NITI Aayog,
Former PMs, and Chief Ministers.
B Sitting position in the House:
€@ The LoP sits in the front row to the left of the Chair, and enjoys certain privileges on ceremonial
occasions like escorting the Speaker-elect to the rostrum (Chair of the Speaker).
€@ The LoP is also entitled to a seat in the front row during the Address by the President to both Houses of
Parliament.

L X X X X~

Ph: 9100791003 Email: iasncsc@gmail.com



NCSC IAS Current Affairs JUNE C.A. Page no.6

B The main duty of the LoP:
€ ltisto serve as the voice of the opposition in the House and is considered as a shadow Prime Minister
with a shadow Cabinet.
€ This means, s/he is ready to take over the administration if the Government resigns or is defeated on the
floor of the House.
€ Because the parliamentary system is based on "mutual forbearance" (acknowledging that we do not all
have to agree on everything), the LoP is free to disagree while yet allowing the PM to rule.
€ His/her proactive role in facilitating smooth functioning of the business of the House is as important as that
of the Government.
B Practical role and responsibility:
€ Most importantly, the LoP is the opposition’s representative in the high-powered committees headed by
the PM for appointment to key posts such as
® The Director of CBI,
® The Central Vigilance Commissioner and Chief Information Commissioner,
® The Chairperson and Members of the National Human Rights Commission, and
® The Lokpal.
@ S/he will also be a member of crucial committees, including Public Accounts, Public Undertakings,
Estimates and several Joint Parliamentary Committees.
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MCQ Current Affairs
27 June, 2024

1. Kalibr cruise missile, recently seen in the news, was developed by which one of the following
countries?

a) lIran

b) Israel

c¢) North Korea
d) Russia

2. Consider the following statements with reference to the Tactical Airborne Platform for Aerial
Surveillance (TAPAS):

A. It is a medium-altitude, long-endurance (MALE) drone.
B. It was developed indigenously by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) Aonly
b) =~ Bonly
c¢) AandB

d) Neither of two

3. Bannerghatta Biological Park (BBP), recently seen in the news, lies in which one of the following states?
a) Odisha

b) West Bengal

c) Chhattisgarh

d) Karnataka

4. Exercise HOPEX, recently in news, was held between India and:

a) Egypt
b) Russia
c) Japan
d)  Australia

5. Consider the following statements with reference to the Space MAITRI mission:

A. It is an initiative between NewSpace India Limited and Australia.
B. It aims to foster closer ties between commercial, institutional, and governmental space organizations.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) Aonly
b) Bonly
c¢) AandB

d) Neither of two
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1.d
2.c
3.d
4.a
5.c
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